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DETAILED ACTION 


1. 


Claims 1-17, 19-21 and 23-35 are pending in this action. 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC ' 102 


2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1, 3, 5-9 and 11-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Seager (U.S. Patent 5,235,561). 

Regarding independent claim 1, and for claims 7 and 16, Seager teaches an invention 
that relates to a wristwatch that can be converted temporarily to a form suitable for use as a 
handheld radiotelephone (column 1, lines 5-9). 

Furthermore, Seager teaches how device 10 includes a display 40 (column 2, lines 13-14, 
figure 1 at 40). 

Furthermore, Seager teaches a first keypad slider in the form of body member 20a 
comprising a keypad in the form of telephone control buttons 42 (column 2, lines 7-68, figure 1- 
4 at 20a, 42). 

Furthermore, Seager teaches a second keypad slider in the form of body member 20b 
wherein the body member 20b comprises a keypad in the form of telephone dialing buttons 44 
(column 2, lines 7-68, figure 1-4 at 20b, 44). 
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Regarding independent claims 17 and 19, Seager teaches an invention that relates to a 
wristwatch that can be converted temporarily to a form suitable for use as a handheld 
radiotelephone (column 1, lines 5-9). 

Furthermore, Seager teaches how device 10 includes a display 40 (column 2, lines 13-14, 
figure 1 at 40). 

Also, Seager teaches a data processing and transceiver modules by teaching dialing and 
control buttons, and radiotelephone communication device (see Abstract). It is inherent that such 
a radiotelephone communication device would include a wireless transmitter and wireless 
receiver in order to accomplish a radio or wireless communication. 

Furthermore, Seager teaches a microphone slider 50 and a speaker slider 52 wherein the 
body members 20a and 20b on which the microphone slider 50 and speaker slider 52 are 
embedded comprise a keypad in the form of telephone dialing buttons 42, 44 (column 3, lines 
10-22, figure 3, 4 at 20a, 20b, 42, 44, 50, 52). 

Regarding claim 3, in further discussion of claim 1, Seager teaches a window in the 
keypad slider by teaching how device 10 includes a display 40 (column 2, lines 13-14, figure 1 at 
40). 

Regarding claims 5 and 15, in further discussion of claim 1, Seager teaches dialing and 
control buttons within the device 10 (see Abstract). 
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Regarding claim 6, in further discussion of claim 1, Seager teaches how the keypad slider 
20b is electrically coupled to the display 40 by a flexible connector (column 2, lines 54-68; 
column 3 5 lines 36-47, figures 3, 4 at 20a, 20b, 40). 

Regarding claims 8 and 20, in further discussion of claim 1 and 17, Seager teaches a 
detent mechanism for enabling repeatable and stable extension of the handheld device (column 2, 
lines 54-68). 

Regarding claim 9, in further discussion of claim 1, Seager teaches how the end closure 
housing (20b) would include a microphone 50 (figure 4 at 50). 

Regarding claim 11, in further discussion of claim 1, Seager teaches how the handheld 
device would incorporate a speaker 52 (figure 4 at 52, column 3, lines 11-18). 

Regarding claim 12 in further discussion of claim 11, Seager teaches how the end closure 
housing (20b) would include a microphone 50 (figure 4 at 50). 

Regarding claims 13 and 14, in further discussion of claim 1, Seager teaches a data 
processing and transceiver modules by teaching dialing and control buttons, and radiotelephone 
communication device (see Abstract). It is inherent that such a system would include a wireless 
transmitter and wireless receiver in order to accomplish a wireless communication. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC ' 103 


4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2, 10, and 23-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Seager (U.S. Patent 5,235,561) in view of Gray (U.S. 5,440,629). 

Regarding claim 2 and 28, in further discussion of claims 1 and 23, Seager teaches how 
device 10 includes a display 40 (column 2, lines 13-14, figure 1 at 40). However, Seager does 
not teach how the keypad sliders are configurable to fully cover a display surface. On the other 
hand, Gray teaches a first keypad slider 48 and a second keypad slider 50 in the form of end 
enclosures that are adaptable to fully cover the display surface 14 (column 5, lines 47-51, figure 
2 at 48, 50). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
Seager and Gray's inventions because while Seager teaches how device 10 includes a display 40 
(column 2, lines 13-14, figure 1 at 40), Gray teaches a first keypad slider 48 and a second keypad 
slider 50 in the form of end enclosures that are adaptable to fully cover the display surface 14 
(figure 1, 2 at 14, 48, 50). The motivation for combining these inventions would have been to 
protect the display device from contamination by dust and other debris. 
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Regarding claim 10, in further discussion of claim 9, Seager does not teach a voice 
recognition processor. On the other hand, Gray teaches how voice recognition would be 
incorporated into the system (column 8, lines 29-35, figure 1 1 at 152, 160, 162). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to a person ordinary skill in the art to combine Seager 
and Gray's inventions because while a Seager teaches a microphone slider 50 and a speaker 
slider 52 , Gray teaches how voice recognition would be incorporated into the system (column 8, 
lines 29-35, figure 1 1 at 152, 160, 162). The motivation for combining these inventions would 
have been to facilitate a robust and efficient communication by a user of the radiotelephone. 

Regarding independent claim 23, and for claim 35, Seager teaches an invention that 
relates to a wristwatch that can be converted temporarily to a form suitable for use as a handheld 
radiotelephone (column 1, lines 5-9). 

Also, Seager teaches a data processing by teaching dialing and control buttons (see 
Abstract). 

Furthermore, Seager teaches a first keypad slider in the form of body member 20a 
comprising a keypad in the form of telephone control buttons 42 (column 2, lines 7-68, figure 1- 
4 at 20a, 42). 

Furthermore, Seager teaches a second keypad slider in the form of body member 20b 
wherein the body member 20b comprises a keypad in the form of telephone dialing buttons 44 
(column 2, lines 7-68, figure 1-4 at 20b, 44). 

However, Seager does not teach how the keypad sliders are configurable to fully cover a 
data processing unit when closed. On the other hand, Gray teaches a first keypad slider 48 and a 
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second keypad slider 50 in the form of end enclosures that are adaptable to fully cover the data 
processing unit that are represented by the keypad 22 (figures 1, 2). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
Seager and Gray's inventions because while Seager teaches a first and second keypad sliders 
each comprising a keypad , Gray teaches how such keypad sliders would be adapted to protect 
the data processing unit when closed (figure 1, 2 at 14, 48, 50). The motivation for combining 
these inventions would have been to protect the data processing unit from contamination by dust 
and other debris. 

Regarding claim 24, in further discussion of claim 23, Seager teaches a window in the 
keypad slider by teaching how device 10 includes a display 40 (column 2, lines 13-14, figure 1 at 
40). 

Regarding claim 25, in further discussion of claim 24, Seager does not teach a window 
within a second keypad slider. On the other hand, Seager teaches a window in the keypad slider 
by teaching how device 10 includes a display 40 (column 2, lines 13-14, figure 1 at 40). 

Thus, it would have obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to learn from the 
design methodology of the first keypad slider in order to include a display in the second display 
slider. The motivation for doing so would have been to display multiple features on the second 
display. 
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Regarding claim 26, in further discussion of claim 23, Seager teaches dialing and control 
buttons within the device 10 (see Abstract). 

Regarding claim 27, in further discussion of claim 23, Seager teaches how the keypad 
slider 20b is electrically coupled to the display 40 by a flexible connector (column 2, lines 54-68; 
column 3, lines 36-47, figures 3, 4 at 20a, 20b, 40). 

Regarding claim 29, in further discussion of claim 23, Seager teaches a detent 
mechanism for enabling repeatable and stable extension of the handheld device (column 2, lines 
54-68). 

Regarding claim 30, in further discussion of claims 23, Seager teaches how the end 
closure housing (20b) would include a microphone 50 (figure 4 at 50). 

Regarding claim 31, in further discussion of claim 23, Seager teaches how the handheld 
device would incorporate a speaker 52 (figure 4 at 52, column 3, lines 11-18). 

Regarding claim 32 in further discussion of claim 31, Seager teaches how the end closure 
housing (20b) would include a microphone 50 (figure 4 at 50). 

Regarding claims 33 and 34, in further discussion of claim 23, Seager teaches a data 
processing and transceiver modules by teaching dialing and control buttons, and radiotelephone 
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communication device {see Abstract). It is inherent that such a system would include a wireless 
transmitter and wireless receiver in order to accomplish a wireless communication. 

6. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Seager (U.S. 
Patent 5,235,561) 

Regarding claims 4, in further discussion of claims 1 and 23, Seager does not teach a 
window within a second keypad slider. On the other hand, Seager teaches a window in the 
keypad slider by teaching how device 10 includes a display 40 (column 2, lines 13-14, figure 1 at 
40). 

Thus, it would have obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to learn from the 
design methodology of the first keypad slider in order to include a display in the second display 
slider. The motivation for doing so would have been to display multiple features on the second 
display. 

7. Claims 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Seager (U.S. 
Patent 5,235,561) in view of Blonder et al (U.S. 5,381,387). 

Regarding independent claims 21, Seager teaches an invention that relates to a 
wristwatch that can be converted temporarily to a form suitable for use as a handheld 
radiotelephone (column 1, lines 5-9) comprising a microphone slider 50 (column 3, lines 10-22, 
figure 3, 4 at 50). 

Also, Seager teaches a data processing and transceiver modules by teaching dialing and 
control buttons, and radiotelephone communication device {see Abstract). It is inherent that such 
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a radiotelephone communication device would include a wireless transmitter and wireless 
receiver in order to accomplish a radio or wireless communication. 

Furthermore, Seager teaches a microphone slider 50 and a speaker slider 52 wherein the 
body members 20a and 20b on which the microphone slider 50 and speaker slider 52 are 
embedded comprise a keypad in the form of telephone dialing buttons 42, 44 (column 3, lines 
10-22, figure 3, 4 at 20a, 20b, 42, 44, 50, 52). 

However, Seager does not teach a voice recognition processor. On the other hand, 
Blonder teaches this concept by teaching a portable radiotelephone (column 1, lines 5-6) wherein 
a means for initiating a telephone call would via a keypad or voice recognition device (column 2, 
lines 38-42, figures 1,2). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
Seager and Blonder because while Seager teaches a radiotelephone comprising a microphone 
slider 50 and a speaker slider 52 wherein the body members 20a and 20b on which the 
microphone slider 50 and speaker slider 52 are embedded comprise a keypad in the form of 
telephone dialing buttons 42, 44 (column 3, lines 10-22, figure 3, 4 at 20a, 20b, 42, 44, 50, 52), 
Blonder teaches a means for enabling a user to make a telephone by means of voice recognition. 
The motivation for combining these inventions would have been to design a more robust 
radiotelephone that provides a user to make a telephone call via a keypad or by voice recognition 
means. 

Response to Arguments 
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8. Applicant's amendment and arguments filed via RCE on December 1, 2003 with respect 
to claims 1-17, 19-21 and 23-35 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) 
of rejection. 

With respect to independent claim 1, applicant amended this claim, and argues that it 
overcomes Seager by including the feature of the keypad sliders and display module as three 
distinct elements that are slidably coupled. Examiner disagrees with applicant's arguments 
because claim 1 's amendment and arguments still fail to overcome Seager. Specifically, Seager 
teaches how device 10 includes a display 40 (column 2, lines 13-14, figure 1 at 40), a first 
keypad slider in the form of body member 20a comprising a keypad in the form of telephone 
control buttons 42 (column 2, lines 7-68, figure 1-4 at 20a, 42), and a second keypad slider in the 
form of body member 20b wherein the body member 20b comprises a keypad in the form of 
telephone dialing buttons 44 (column 2, lines 7-68, figure 1-4 at 20b, 44). As such, Seager 
anticipates each and every element of claim 1. 

With respect to claim 17, applicant amended this claim, and argues that Seager fails to 
teach or suggest sliders with a keypad on the front side and a microphone or speaker on the 
backside. However, Seager teaches a microphone slider 50 and a speaker slider 52 wherein the 
body members 20a and 20b on which the microphone slider 50 and speaker slider 52 are 
embedded comprise a keypad in the form of telephone dialing buttons 42, 44 (column 3, lines 
10-22, figure 3, 4 at 20a, 20b, 42, 44, 50, 52). Seager embodiment as shown in figure 4 clearly 
anticipates claim 17. 
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With respect to claim 21, applicant argues that Seager does not anticipate the voice 
recognition processor. As such, Seager and Blonder have been combined because while Seager 
teaches a radiotelephone comprising a microphone slider 50 and a speaker slider 52 wherein the 
body members 20a and 20b on which the microphone slider 50 and speaker slider 52 are 
embedded comprise a keypad in the form of telephone dialing buttons 42, 44 (column 3, lines 
10-22, figure 3, 4 at 20a, 20b, 42, 44, 50, 52), Blonder teaches a means for enabling a user to 
make a telephone by means of voice recognition. The motivation for combining these inventions 
would have been to design a more robust radiotelephone that provides a user to make a telephone 
call via a keypad or by voice recognition means. 

Regarding claim 23, applicant argues that a sliding cover of any kind does not protect the 
data processing unit in Seager. As such, Seager and Gray have been combined because while 
Seager teaches a first and second keypad sliders each comprising a keypad, Gray teaches how 
such keypad sliders would be adapted to protect the data processing unit when closed (figure 1, 2 
at 14, 48, 50). The motivation for combining these inventions would have been to protect the 
data processing unit from contamination by dust and other debris. 

Applicant contends in the arguments presented in claim 2 that Gray teaches away from a 
keypad slider, and that there is nothing in Gray that suggests the need for protecting the display 
of Seager. Examiner disagrees. First, Seager is the reference that teaches a keypad slider. 
Second, Gray teaches a means for protecting a keypad via the end enclosures (48, 50). Thus, 
Gray was added to Seager to improve Seager, i.e., providing a means for protecting the keypad 
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of Seager. Note that the combination is not Gray in view of Seager. If this were the case, then, 
applicant's argument of Gray teaching away from Seager may be persuasive. However, the 
motivation for combining Seager in view of Gray is to tap into the teachings of protecting 
portions of the chassis (such as the radiotelephone keypad sliders of Seager) from dust and other 
debris {see Gray at Abstract). 

Regarding applicant's arguments in claims 2, 10 and 28, please see the arguments 
presented in claim 23. 
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